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School Inclusion

Workshop 2 Module 3
„Teaching Methods“

06.03.2009, 9:00 – 13:00

Report

Agenda:

1. Introduction of the participants

2. Outcome Module 1

3. Teachers Experiences

4. Summarized presentation and discussion of Module 3

5. Group comment

6. Outlook Workshop 3 – Module 2

7. Evaluation of the workshop
Participants:

Gabi Dlugosch, zepf – Project Coordinator School Inclusion 

Taina Grund, zepf – Junior Researcher School Inclusion 

Kerstin Volk, zepf – Junior Researcher School Inclusion 

Daniela Bardelang, Teacher, Schillerschule Mannheim

Berthold Deck, Teacher, Realschule Bellheim

Karin Jerg, Jugendamt MA, Project Coordinator „2nd Chance“

Hans-Jürgen Joos, Head Master, Schule an der Blies Ludwigshafen

Wolfgang Schlindwein, Headmaster, Lidellschule Karlsruhe

Nils Schmitt, School Social Worker, Förderband e.V., Mannheim

Nadine Schmitt, Teacher, Hauptschule Mundenheim

Ivonne Schöniger, Social Educator, BIOTOPIA, Mannheim 

Rita Strasser, Teacher, Pestalozzischule Mannheim

Hansjörg Tenbaum, School Social Worker, Friedrich-Fröbel-Schule Viernheim

Workshop minutes

Because of new participants the workshop started with an introduction of all participants. After that it was pointed out that the group comment to the 1st module was uploaded and the participants were asked about the status quo regarding the teachers´ experiences. Some of them were written already, some are coming up. 
The discussion about the different topics of module 3 was very intense, yet constructive. The participants shared their experiences and thoughts about the contents. The suggestions for modifications and the deducted group comment are listed below. 

Finally a short overview of the next workshop was given.

After the workshop evaluation (which turned out very positive) some participants who attended the workshop for the first time were given an introduction into the web site and portal of “School Inclusion”.

Group comment from the second workshop 

Module 3 „Teaching Methods“

Group Comment Module 3

The module highlights a few interesting and important teaching methods the participants are familiar with and are using them already. It was especially fruitful to discuss the pros and cons of the different methods and to share the experiences of the participants within the group. All participants agreed that techniques alone are not sufficient to prevent absenteeism or drop out. Aspects like the relation between the teacher and the pupils or the motivation of pupils also play a major role.

The participants think that the potential drawbacks of some of the methods for truant pupils should be mentioned, too. For example, active learning may need small classes with few pupils or more than one teacher, group work or peer education can overstrain a truant pupil, he/she might need a structured one to one interaction with the teacher sometimes. In case of peer education, the importance of choosing the appropriate “teachers” (and the related criteria!) should be mentioned. In addition to using peers as teachers, the participants described their experiences with tutors, experts from outside school, “learning helpers”, advisors, or peer mediators who settle a dispute.  

Also, multi media learning methods like the virtual class room should be used very sensitively because they bear the danger of losing real social contact altogether. But social contact with class mates and teachers and the enhancement of social competences are crucial, especially for truant pupils! On the other hand this might be one way and first step to get in touch with truant pupils again.

Furthermore, pupils need a good introduction into ICT and the (critical) use of the internet (media competence). It was also pointed out that quality assurance is especially important when using multi media technologies. 

It was also pointed out that some senior teachers might not want to acquaint themselves with new methods any more.    

The participants missed concrete examples or case studies that show how the techniques can be used, especially with regard to truant pupils or pupils at risk for drop out. 

If the aim of the module is to prevent truancy by making lessons interesting and learning successful at first place (and not to reintegrate truant pupils) this should be stated in the beginning. Also a short summary of the content at the beginning could be helpful for the reader. 

Finally, our group has the following question: What are the “European guidelines to prevent students’ discomfort and failures” referred to in Chapter 3.3.3?
Thank you very much and best wishes,

Gabriele 
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